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Dear Mr. Frederick: 

I am writing in response to your request for an assessment by the National Institute for 
Occupational Safety and Health, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services, of the current hazards facing healthcare 
workers from Coronavirus Disease-2019 (COVID-19), the health condition caused by 
exposure to Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome-Coronavirus-2 (SARS-CoV-2). 

While COVID-19 case rates are declining nationally and the vaccination rate is climbing, 
transmission of the SARS-COV-2 virus continues to be a hazard of concern for healthcare 
workers. The available evidence shows that healthcare workers are continuing to become 
infected with SARS-COV-2, the virus that causes CM/ID-19, including both vaccinated 
and unvaccinated workers, and the conditions for the transmission of the virus exist at 
healthcare workplaces.1'2 

Workers in healthcare settings that provide treatment to patients with suspected or 
confirmed CM/ID-19 face a particularly elevated risk of being infected with SARS-COV-2. 
Regardless of vaccination status, healthcare workers need additional protections such as 
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respirators and other personal protective equipment (PPE) during direct care of patients 
with suspected or confirmed COVID-19.3,4 

The delivery of such care may involve high levels of exposure to SARS-CoV-2 because care 
delivery generally requires repeated instances of close contact with infected patients. In 
addition, given their role in providing care to patients with COVID-19, healthcare 
providers will be of greater risk of exposure to new SARS-CoV-2 variants, which may 
affect the effectiveness of COVID-19 vaccines. 

If you should have additional questions, please contact me. 
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